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B1 Preliminary for Schools Speaking Part 2  

Teaching Online Lesson Notes 

In Part 2 of the Speaking test, students describe one colour photograph, 

talking for about 1 minute. 

Description of the lesson 

Students look at a Part 2 photograph and brainstorm what they can say about it. They 

practise Part 2, firstly focusing on organising their ideas and then on a range of vocabulary. 

They then look at different phrases which are useful for Part 2, and describe another 

photograph, trying to use as many of the phrases as possible. 

Time 
required: 

      50 minutes online plus some follow-up  

Materials 
required: 
 

 Lesson handout for sharing with students and screen-sharing 
or copying to whiteboard, including: 
- photographs from sample Part 2 tasks (plus the same 

photos to project on board, if possible) 
- instructions for sample Part 2 
- follow-up activity (optional) 

Aims  to familiarise students with B1 Preliminary for Schools 
Speaking Part 2 

 to analyse the task, think of suitable language for it and 
practise the task  

 

Lesson handout  

Either before, or at the beginning of the lesson, share the lesson handout with your students. 

 
 Send the handout document as an attachment via email. 

 
 

 Or, if you can share documents in the chat on your platform, share the 
document and ask students to download a copy.  
 

 Or, if you have a files area on your platform, tell students where to find the 
document and ask them to download a copy. 
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Welcome  

Welcome students and introduce what they are going to do in the lesson.  

If you’re using audio or video in your class, make sure that all learners have their 

microphones on mute, and that they only turn them on when asked to speak. 

 Check that you can see all of the students and that they can see you. 
 

 Check that you can hear all of the students and that they can hear you. 
 

 Ask everyone to say hello in the chatbox so you can check that it is working 
and that students can use it. 

 

 

Part 1 – Familiarise students with B1 Preliminary for Schools Speaking Part 2 

Ask students to match the first part of the sentences (1–6) with the end of the sentences (A–

F) to find out about B1 Preliminary for Schools Speaking Part 2:  

1. In Speaking Part 2, the examiner gives each student … A. is important too 

2. Each student talks about their picture … B. in your picture 

3. You talk about what you can see … C. grammar and vocabulary 

4. You talk about the picture for … D. on their own 

5. You should use the right … E. one minute 

6. Discourse management (the organisation of ideas) … F. a different picture 

 
 Share your browser screen showing the table in Part 1 of the handout. 

 
  
 Or ask students to look at the table in Part 1 of the handout you sent. 

 
 
If you are using a platform which has breakout rooms, you can put students 
into pairs or groups of three to complete the task. They can add their answers 
to the chat while they are in breakout rooms. 
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Part 1 – Check understanding  

Ask students to tell you their answers.  

1. In Speaking Part 2, the examiner gives each student a different picture 

2. Each student talks about their picture on their own  

3. You talk about what you can see in your picture 

4. You talk about the picture for one minute 

5. You should use the right grammar and vocabulary  

6. Discourse management (the organisation of ideas) is important too 

  

 Ask students to use the raise hand icon to show they are ready to answer. 
 

 Choose students to answer orally. Explore further if necessary. 
 

 Or ask students to type their answers in the chat. You can then give an audio 
summary, clarifying any points. 
 

  
Part 2 – Familiarise students with B1 Preliminary for Schools Speaking Part 2 

Show students a photograph in the Part 2 sample task and ask students to brainstorm what 

they can see for a minute.  

 

 
 Share your screen and show the photograph in Part 2 of the handout. 

 
 

 Or ask students to look at the photograph in Part 2 of the handout you sent 
them.  
 

 If you are using a platform which has breakout rooms, you can put students 
into pairs or groups of three to complete the task. 
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Part 2 – Check understanding 

1. Show students the following headings: 

Place 

People 

Activity 

Objects 

Colours 

Atmosphere 

Time of day  

Weather 

Ask for suggestions of what students could say about the photograph for each of the 

headings, e.g. ‘A teenage girl is in the kitchen making a cake. She looks like she is enjoying 

it.’ Point out that the best answers link these ideas; ask a volunteer to put them together into 

a longer sentence, e.g. ‘A teenage girl is in the kitchen and she looks like she is enjoying 

making a cake’.  

 Ask students to use the raise hand icon to show they are ready to answer. 
 

 Choose students to answer orally. Explore further if necessary. 
 

 Or, students can give their answers in the chat. Talk about what they write, 
ask follow-up questions and clarify any points. 
 

 

Part 3 – Analyse the task and think of suitable language for the task  

Give students the headings and ask them to look at the photograph again and add their own 
ideas under each heading. Tell them to add other things they notice in the photograph (e.g. 
the clothes people are wearing). 
 

 
  

 
 Share your screen and show the task in Part 3 of the handout. 
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 Or ask students to look at Part 3 of the handout you sent them.  

 
If you are using a platform which has breakout rooms, you can put students 
into pairs or groups of three to complete the task. They can add their answers 
to the chat while they are in breakout rooms. 

  
Part 3 – Check understanding 

Check the answers to the task:  

 

 Ask students to use the raise hand icon to show they are ready to answer. 
 

 Choose students to answer orally. Explore further if necessary. 
 

 Or, if students gave their answers in the chat, talk about what they put, ask 
follow-up questions and clarify any points. 
 

Part 4 – Practise the Part 2 task  

Tell students that they are going to do the Part 2 Speaking task. Tell them to use this link to 
go to Voice Spice, or you could use Padlet. 
 
 

 

https://voicespice.com/
https://padlet.com/
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Tell them they should use the notes they made in Part 3 to talk about the photograph for 1 
minute. When they are ready, they click ‘record’ and begin speaking. When they have 
finished their recording, they should put the link to their recording in the chatbox.  
  
 Share your screen and show the photograph and the link to Voice Spice or 

Padlet in Part 4 of the handout.  

  
 Or ask students to look at Part 4 of the handout you sent them. 

 
  

Part 5 – Evaluate a task and give feedback 

Tell students that they are going to listen to another student’s recording of the Part 2 

Speaking task. Tell students which link they should listen to.  

Learners listen to their classmate’s recording and make some notes:  

 identify one good thing and one weaker thing about how your classmate organises 

their ideas  

 identify one good thing and one weaker thing about the vocabulary your classmate 

uses 

 identify one good thing and one weaker thing about the grammar your classmate 

uses.  

Ask students to use the chatbox to give their feedback to their classmate, and tell them 

to be as positive or constructive as possible.  

  
Share your screen and show the task in Part 5 of the handout. Tell students 
which recording to listen to. 

  
 Or ask students to look at Part 5 of the handout you sent them and tell 

students which recording they should listen to.  
 

 Ask students to type their comments on their classmate’s recording in the chat.  
  

 

Part 5 – Check understanding  

Ask students to read their classmate’s comments on their recording, make a note of the 

feedback and ask any questions they have.  

  
 Students read their classmate’s comments, talk about some of the 

comments, ask follow-up questions and clarify any points. 
 

Part 6 – Analyse the task, think of suitable language for it and practise the task 

Tell students that they are now going to do the same with another photograph. Show the 

other photograph and ask students if there is a common theme between the two photos (no). 

Explain that the photos don’t share a theme.  

Direct students to headings again. Ask students to brainstorm and make notes on the 

headings for this photograph. 

https://voicespice.com/
https://padlet.com/
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Share your screen and show the photograph and the table in Part 6 of the 
handout. 

  
 Or ask students to look at Part 6 of the handout you sent them.  

 
 If you are using a platform which has breakout rooms, you can put students 

into pairs or groups of three to complete the task.  
 
 

Part 6 – Check understanding 

Check the answers to the task:  

 

 

 Ask students to use the raise hand icon to show they are ready to answer. 
 

 Choose students to answer orally. Explore further if necessary. 
 

 Or, if students gave their answers in the chat, talk about what they put, ask 
follow-up questions and clarify any points. 
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Part 7 – Analyse the task, think of suitable language for it and practise the task  

Show students the list of useful phrases and review the meaning, form and pronunciation of 

the phrases. Describe the photograph yourself using some of the phrases to show how they 

can be used in the task. 

 

Ask students to choose a few phrases they would like to use in their speaking about the 

photograph and think about how they will use them. 

  
Share your screen and show the questions and text in Part 7 of the handout. 

  
 Or ask students to look at Part 7 of the handout you sent them.  

 
 If you are using a platform which has breakout rooms, you can put students 

into pairs or groups of three to complete the task.  
 

Part 7 – Check understanding   

Elicit some answers from students.  

 Ask students to use the raise hand icon to show they are ready to answer. 
 

 Choose students to answer. Explore further if necessary. 
 

 Or ask students to type their answers in the chat. You can then give an 
audio summary, clarifying any points. 
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Part 8 – Practise the Part 2 task 

Tell students that they are going to do the Part 2 Speaking test again. Tell them to use this 
link to go to Voice Spice or Padlet. Tell them they should use the notes they made in Part 6 
to talk about the photograph for 1 minute. When they are ready, they click ‘record’ and begin 
speaking. When they have finished their recording, they should put the link to their recording 
in the chatbox.  
  
 Share your screen and show the photograph and the link to Voice Spice 

(https://voicespice.com/) or Padlet (https://padlet.com/) in Part 8 of the 
handout.  

  
 Or ask students to look at Part 8 of the handout you sent them. 

 
  

Part 9 – Evaluate a task and give feedback 

Tell students that they are going to listen to another student’s recording of the Part 2 

Speaking task. Tell students which link they should listen to.  

Learners listen to their classmate’s recording and make some notes:  

 identify one good thing and one weaker thing about how your classmate organises 

their ideas  

 identify one good thing and one weaker thing about the vocabulary your classmate 

uses 

 identify one good thing and one weaker thing about the grammar your classmate 

uses.  

Ask students to use the chatbox to give their feedback to their classmate, and tell them 

to be as positive or constructive as possible.  

  
Share your screen and show the task in Part 9 of the handout. Tell students 
which recording to listen to. 

  
 Or ask students to look at Part 9 of the handout you sent them and tell 

students which recording they should listen to.  
 

 Ask students to type their comments on their classmate’s recording in the chat.  
  

 

Part 9 – Check understanding  

Ask students to read their classmate’s comments on their recording, make a note of the 
feedback and ask any questions they have.  
 
Part 10 – Practise the Part 2 task 

Ask students to bring in their own photographs and repeat the activity. This activity makes a 
good warmer or filler once students are accustomed to what to do.  
  
 Students read their classmate’s comments, talk about some of the 

comments, ask follow-up questions and clarify any points. 
 

https://voicespice.com/
https://padlet.com/
https://voicespice.com/
https://padlet.com/

